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the defire of many of the numerous audience, and 
ww the particular requeſt of the reſpectable Committee, ap- 
| fvinted to condu®t the affairs of the joyous Feſtival of the 
4th day of Fuh, 1793, | the following Ovation, deliveretd 
ubmitted to the inſpettion and candour of 
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Friends and Fellow Citizens 


* ks 


Y EVIVED Trek the aſhes of our ruinous s conflagra- | 
tion, can we behold the anniverſary of that im- 
2 day, when we eſcaped from our ſubjugation 


to a tranſatlantic government, without ſingular plea- 


ſure, or without triumphant joy? Or can we be de- 

void of a heart felt gratitade to him, who, with reſs- 
pect to nations as well as individuals, has the power, . 
and the right, to create and to De . 


5 * times has the globe on Which we tread : 
meaſured its annual orbit, fince our-worthy Delegates, 


in Congreſs aſlembled, after detailing the intolerable - g 


grievances we ſuffered, under a foreign” domination, 
declared theſe United Colonies of America free and 


independent States. The return of the tourth day of * 


July -ſhall;:theretore, ; ever be hailed as the barth RY 
oftreedom, in theſe American climes..  - 
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How illuſtrious was that bind. of patriots? how 


© worthy to be had in everlaſting remembrance ?. firm 


was their courage—ſublime their wiſdom. - The per- 
tinence, the weight and energy of the addrefles: of 
their excellent predeceſſors to men of different coun- 
tries, while they had the bigheſt influence on the colo- 
pial ſuflerers, had convinced mankind of the 'righte-. 


_ -ouſneſs and importance of our cauſe; thoſe. only ex- 


cepted who were blinded by their imaginary intereſt, 
We rewarded them with our ſincereſt praiſes. But 
in them was not placed all our conficence; 'While 
we ſtrove to prepare for an arduous and dreaded: con- 
Ait, we devoutly cried to him for aid, who is infinite- 
4 ſuperiour to all terreſtial monarchs. We truſted 
that the juſtice of Heaven would not ſee us cruſhed by 
the ſword of vengeance, drawn by pride againſt the 
weak and een nor our * Gepe on- 
founded. 5 


What oh 2 1 721 oro 


we could place any rational hope of ſuccour ? Al- 


moſt totally deſlitute as we were of the implements 
of war, and more deſtitute. of men who had experi- 


ence in martial ſervice; do we not look back with 


aſtoniſhment to the ſeaſon, when this people dared to 


engage in the unequal conſſict?  Awfully. were hu- 
man probabilities. thought to be a 


| gainſt us, when we 
roſe up in oppoſition to that nation of Europe, which 
as moſt inured to * whoſe bur- 


* 


| CBD 
niſhed arms have ſeldom had any conſiderable reſpit 
from the horrid ſcenes of war. Theſe we preſümed 
to oppoſe in the field, altbough they were ſeconded 

and aſſiſted, by a formidable hoſt of the mercenary 
Heſſian murderers, and by the blood thirſty ſavages of 
the American wilds. Great was the enthuſiaſm Fhich 
flamed in the breaſts of the oppreſſed. coloniſts; and 
next to miraculous the unity of all ranks, in oppoſi- 
tion to arbitrary and tyrannick rule. 


Heaven commiſerated our diftreſs ; inſpired our 
citizens to riſe in arms ; and in mercy provided a 
generous and illuſtrious leader to our armies, no leſs 

eminent in council than intrepid in the field. Provi- 
dent of the lives of his troops, and anxious to promote 
their happineſs; he knew how to annoy and weary 
our invaders, without riſking too much. May his 

. vigorous, perſevering, patient and facceſsfnl ſervices - - 
be written in - indelible characters on the hearts of 

- grateful Americans. And, at the head of this nation, 
may he worthily preſide, till he ſhall-behold it no lon» _ 
ger in its infancy, but one among the moſt flouriſhing 
and oppulent in the world. This he will confider as | 
his ſufficient reward. I Wading "yt 


I I muſt not dare to ſhed a damp upon the joy of this 
teſtal day, by calling your attention to any of the = 
mourunful tragick ſcenes which the war preſented, — -, 
But may the dear memory of thoſe numerous patri © 
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ots long live in our breaſts, who watered the plant “ 
Liberty with their richeſt blood. And may the warm 
gratitude of the nation be manifeſted, by the moſt ſub- 


ſtantial tokens, to their deareſt connections, ſo long as 
they are not beyond the reach of our beneficence. 


"4 


' Rich and manifold are the advantages and bleſſings 
attending our liberation and independence: of ſome 
of the principal of them you will permit me to te- 
mind you. ALS *% 


- Inflead of being bound by laws enacted by a legiſla- 
tive body on the eaſtern fide of the broad atlantic; 
where the people are neceſſarily ignorant of our local 
circumſtances, and who were fond of alleviating their 
own burdens by increaſing ours; we are taxed and go- 
verned, by rulers of our own electing, who naturally 
.. Care for our welfare, and who mult expect to bear 
their part of the public charges, in proportion to their 
comparative ability. Laws will be accommodat- 
ed to the exigencies of the whole Union, and of the 
diſtin -Commonwealths. Government will be ad- 
miniſtered, not by thoſe hungry harpies from Europe, 
put into office by a foreign monarch, to ſtop their ime 
portunate ſolicitations, without regard to merit or des 
merit: but by thoſe who are well known and ap- 
proved by the people, and to them reſponſible. In 
caſes of dangerous invaſion, our defence will not be 
the ſecondary concern of a court ſeparated from us by 


. 


Gon) 


an ocean of a thouſand leagues ; e tee at· 


tention of the moſt approved politicians and Gs 
ers ſelected rom the 11 of ourſelves. Wide {7 


"When we ſpeak of our advantages, that. | import- 
ant one . ſhould not be forgotten, our being a nation 
ſo locally detached from every other civilized part of 
the world, and from all the powerful nations, that 
we can perceive little danger of ever being annoyed by 
their forces. The difficulty of carrying on the oper- 
ations of war at a great difiance from only Box ve 
| cophigered as our ſafety. 


-. While connected with Greatbritain, hs mi of 
war were often our lot; becauſe they were oſten the 
lot of that kingdom. In our new fituation, we may 
already obſerve the advantage of being unconcerned 
in the police of Europe. Scarcely a nation in that 
quarter of the world can navigate at all, without dan- 
ger of falling a prey to their declared enemies; while 


the thirteen ſtripes can traverſe the ocean with 'perfect 


EF as we are not at war with any nation. 


We may add, that the immenſe duties and incum- 


brances on our trade, were formerly ſevere deductions 
from che gains of induſtrious Americans; and impo- 
ſitions unjuſt, and ſcarcely ſupportable. But Gmalar 


duties, now more wiſely and equally” laid; are com. 


paratively but little felt; and are the means of ſup · 
porting our excellent. form ot national government. 
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The time is arrived, alas the 008 of Columbia 


can glory in a national character, refpeQed by man- 


kind. luſtead of being afflicted colonies, deſpiſed and 
inſulted by their parent ſtate; we are a people as much 
enlightened, and perhaps as wiſely governed, as any 
now exiſting on the globe. Our Hberties, civil and 
facred, are perfectly exerciſed. Theſe rights of men 
were never before ſo happily ace 5 gg 


by wy nation. 
- Nevout gratitude to 10 ſhould bura within us, 


while we commemorate theſe bleſſed advantages. | 
And doubtleſs we ought with pleaſure to recollect the 


friendſhip of that powerful nation, and of that unfor- 
tunate monarch, - who made our cauſe their own, in 
our late truggle for our rights : who generouſly made 
us important loans, at a time when our need was 


Lend e and when it was uncertain whether we 
Id ever be able to repay them : who furniſhed 


formidable fleets and armies gratis, to cooperate with 
our feeble arms ; and to whom we owe, it not our 
independence itſelf, yet, at leaſt the ſhortening of the 


calamities of a horrid, war. Their ſhips and troops 
aſſiſted at the taking of the ſecond whole Britiſh ow 1 5 


which fell into our hands; the conſequence of whi 
was a ſpeedy peace. If animoſity againſt the people of 


a neighbouring iſland was a motive to this extraordi« - 


nary beneficence, it was not the leſs ſerviceable to us 2 
nor does it leſs demand our gratitude to heaven. 
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O Louis! Little didſt thou realiſe what was fore- 


told by ſome, that thy ſubjects, fightiag by our ſide 


to obtain for us the rights of men, would embibe the 
8 of Americans; and ſo be led to conſpire to ſtrip 
ee of thy deſpotick rule. Happy had it been for 


thee happy, perhaps, for themſelves, had they been 
rad # 


content with their firſt revolution. "Though deg 
ed from the higheſt ſeat of arbitrary power, to the 


condition of an officer at the head of the executive 


department ; ftill thou hadſt ſome chance for happi- 
neſs; which ought by thee to have been more. wiſely 


cultivated. ., But, like Haman's, thy fate was feared, 


when thou hadſt begun to fall. 


Not that we mean to juſtify the bloody meaſures | 


machinated againſt thee, and many others, by a ſelf. 


* 
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created aſſembly; a club which had, it ſeems, too 


much influence over the delegated rulers ot France; 
contrary to the dictates of conſcience ;. contrary, to 


thoſe of political wiſdom, and of common ſenſe. | 


| Unhappy Republick q thy lufferings excite our deep . 
commiſeration. If it were poſſible, how gladly would 


we deliver thee from perſecution, confuſion. and blood! 


But alas, thou haſt not had the wiſdom, or elſe not the 


power, to follow thoſe entirely who have afforded thee 
a good example in changing their government. While 
ve execrate the hoſtile conduct of deſpors around thee, 


and highly approve thy deſign of gaining and ſecuring, 


{ 10 ) 


tte rights of men; we bluſh at the ſanguinary and 
darbarous proceedings of ſome of thy citizens. | Could 
nothing appeaſe their rage againſt thy ci devant King, 
nor againſt others who were ſuſpected to be averſe to 
thy noble defign ! Nothing ſhort of the lamp iron and "Fg 
the ane rene Are they aware how this furious 
conduct, ſhouldſt thou finally prevail, will weaken the | 
bands of thoſe nations, which, in tuture, ſhall with, - 
and groan, to be freed from the galling fetters of ty- 
' rants ? Having thy hiſtory before them, will they 
not be tempted to hug their chains, rather than riſk 
- ſuch horrible ſcenes as attend thy emancipation. !—— 
But I forbear. Whatever we- ſay of individuals; the 
faithful hiſtorian muſt, in future, enable us to judge 
how far-we may ſafely cenſure, or applaud, thy na- 
tional conduct. 5 ee 


I be introduction of a new government in this coun- 
try ought to be reflected on with the greater fatisfac- 
= tion, as we did not, ſo much as in one inſtance, tain 
—_ fit with the blood of our fellow citizens, Needleſs and 
_—_* _ "uſeleſs ſeverities againſt enemies ought ever to be a- 
F voided. Nor e political hereſy in ſentiment, any 
. more than theological, to receive capital puniſhment : 


nor perhaps any other. 


Bechold, ye citizens, the genius of Columbia ſtand- 
ing triumphant—“ fair as the moon, clear as the ſan, 


1 and terrible as an army with banners.“ Juſtice 


W 5 
eins 


4 um) 


clemencyare in her train—her motto this, Parcere Abe. 
lit, et debellare ſupe/ bes. She holds the land of liberty 
the glory of the weſtern hemiſphere—the aſylum and 
reſort of the MT ſons of freedom through the 
| worlds 

+ But Abet will avail our ects plan of govern. 
ment, our freedom, and our boaſted privileges, if we 
have not the wiſdom and the virtue which are requilite 
to ſecure and perpetuate them? We muſt not ex 
to enjoy political happineſs in ſpight of ourſelves, 
That which is born muſt be carefully nurſt, if we wiſh 
it to arrive to maturity and maſculine vient . 

Our form of government, is ſaid; and not without 
reaſon, to be fit only for an enlightened and virtuous 
people. Then, while. we ſedulouſly court the Muſes, 
and encourage erudition, be it the ambition of eachof 
our citizens to cultivate in himſelf and others every 
virtue, which ſtrengthens and adorns humanity. 
Let the laws be religiouſly obeyed, though they are 
_ ordinances of man, for the Lord's ſake ; and in every 


reſpect, that univerlal righteouſneſs, which exalts 2 | 


nation, ſteadily purſued and practiſed. 


Inſtead of adopting the diffipated and enervatin 8 
8 en ot older nations, it is our wildom. to ſtrive to 


. © Forbear the 1 and ſubdue the EY 
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excel in economy, indufiry and fruga'ity. - Thus ſhall 
__ fair inheritance continue unimpaired, and improv- 
pulled time, be handed down with b e remote 
30 3 N | 5 | 


If we glory i in our Wee ſurely it becomes N 
us to conduct ourſelves like an independent people. 3 
Does it need to be ſaid, that this is not to purſue the I, 
infipid faſhions, and ape the follies, of thoſe diſtant A 
nations who live in comparative thraldom ? It is not 
to neglect the advantages given us by God and nature, 
and ſtrive to ſhine and glitter in thols an RO. 
are the marks of ſlavery. 


We ſhould rather be content with the products of 
our native country, and even glory in arraying our- 
ſelves in manufactures of our own, Our various ſoils 
ſhould receive a more judicious and ſpirited cultiva- 

tion; which will be found capable of producing, not 
only the neceſſaries of life in abundance, but moſt ot 
thoſe curious fruits and luxurious productions, to pro- 
cure which we imprudently tranſmit too much of our 
wealth to remote parts of the globe. 1 1 


But bow are we completely prepared to ſupport 0 a / 
retain our rights, unleſs care be taken, that our | 
reſpectability and proweſs, as a martial people, be not 

exchanged for puſilanimity and contemptible weak- 3 

5 Such debility in our nation would invite the 
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continued hoſtilities of the ſavage abotiginals, from 
whole incurſions our anceſtors, in former times, and 
many of our nation of late, have ſo ſeverely ſuffered, 


And if any thing could, this would tempt ſome of the _ ; * 


tranſatlantick nations to inſult or invade us. 


The uſe of arms ſhould, therefore, be encouraged, 
and the military art learned by the young. I fatter 
myſelt-there is not at preſent a total neglect of this, in 
any of the States. There ſurely is not in that, of 
which we are a part. The officers of our regiment of 
militia enjoy the pleaſure of obſerving, that at leaſt one 
of its companies are laudably and zealouſly impreving - 
themſelves in military ſkill, As in honour of the day 


they are preſent, it is preſumed. the audience will not 


take it amiſs, if we beſtow on them a word of con? 
gratulation and applauſe. Struck with the 2 n 
of your neat and brilliant appearance, and pleaſed witn 
your exact maneuvres, we cordially wiſh proſperity to | 
your band. While others conſume too much of their 
time in mere trifling and play, we truſt you will pro- 
ceed with your pres, þ exerciſes, in your hours of leiſure, 

till you arrive to the greateſt perfection. We antici- 

pate for you, in our expectation, the character of An- 

cient and Honourable, Animated by the nobleſt pa- 

triotick - motives, may you be prepared for important 

ſervice, that if providence ſhould ever call you to de- 

fend your country's rights, you may acquit yourſelves 

with ability and honour © 7 | 
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But, while we contemplate and celebrate thoſe tem - 
poral good things, with which we find ourſelves or our 
nation bleſt; we are to remember, that there are bleſſings 
to be had, which are far more worthy of our ardent 
1 as far ſuperiour as heaven is higher than this 

umble clod of earth; bleſſings which Rand in the near - 
eſt connection with our endleſs felicity. The means of 
grace and ſalvation are of incomparably greater import» 
ance to us, than the beſt means and proſpects of political 
happineſs. What then ſhall we ſay of ſalvation itſelf? 
——DÞ While, therefore, we conduct ourſelves in life as 
e citizens of a free and flouriſhing nation, let us 

eriouſly conſider that it is from the father of lights 
that all temporal favours come down to us. And as 
for theſe our praiſe aſcends to his throne, let us prin- 
cipally ſtrive to ſecure to ourſelves a citizenſhip in the 
new Jeruſalem above. So, when all terreſtial things 
ſhall paſs away, like the clouds after rain, we may 
hope to poſſeſs that building of God; the houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens. N 
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